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themselves, not to make the peace without their reasonable
satisfaction." The difficulty that most pressed, was about
the disposal of Tournay and Conde. The Dutch insisted
strongly to have both, and the French were extremely un-
willing to part with either.

The Queen judged the former would suffice, for com-
pleting the barrier of the States. Mr. Prior was therefore
directed to press the Marquis de Torcy effectually on this
head, and to terminate all that minister's objections, by
assuring him of Her Majesty's resolutions to appear openly
on the side of the Dutch, if this demand were refused. It
was thought convenient to act in this resolute manner with
France, whose late success, against Holland, had taught the
ministers of the Most Christian King to resume their old
imperious manner of treating with that republic; to which
they were farther encouraged by the ill understanding
between Her Majesty and the allies.

This appeared from the result of an idle quarrel that
happened, about the end of August,1 at Utrecht, between a
French and a Dutch plenipotentiary, Mons. Mesnager and
Count Rechteren;2 wherein the court of France demanded
such abject submissions, and with so much haughtiness, as
plainly shewed they were pleased with any occasion of mor-
tifying the Dutch.

Besides, the politics of the French ran at this time very
opposite to those of Britain: They thought the ministers
here durst not meet the Parliament without a peace; and
that, therefore, Her Majesty would either force the States to
comply with France, by delivering up Tournay, which was
the principal point in dispute, or would finish her own peace
with France and Spain, leaving a fixed time for Holland to
refuse or accept the terms imposed on them. But the
Queen, who thought the demand of Tournay by the States
to be very necessary and just, was determined to insist upon
it, and to declare openly against France, rather than suffer
her ally to want a place so useful for their barrier. And
Mr. Prior was ordered to signify this resolution of Her
Majesty to Mons. de Torcy, in case that minister could not
be otherwise prevailed on.

July.   [S.]                            2 See note on p. 95.   [T. S.]
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